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Cover Photo

A very white piebald deer was
taken by 8 year old Nolan Fox
from Raleigh Co. He and his dad
had seen the 7 point many times.
They were using a ground blind.

Crossbow hunting is getting
bigger than ever in WV. It was
a shame that they were not being
sold a long time ago. Children,
women and older male hunters
can now enjoy archery season.

TEXT, mail or email your large
fish or game pictures. Info is on

page 38.
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Deer Feeding Habits

Food is extremely important in
deer hunting. Food is at the cen-
ter of everything — even the rut.
It’s that important. So when we’re
trying to stick a big deer, we have
to take into account their feeding
habits.

1. They Are “Concentrate Selec-
tors”

This not only applies to big deer
but all deer. What this means is deer
consume the most nutrient-rich,
highly palatable foods they can
find. This often means they bite off
the top of a plant, tip of a new shoot
of grass, or bud on a tree or plant.
They generally do not eat the entire
plant, just the best part of it. Then,
when they’ve bedded down, they’11
regurgitate what they’ve eaten,
chew their cud and digest it further
before swallowing it again.

2. Food Drives Everything
Food is king. It’s always king no

Roger Russell, from Jane Lew,
caught a nice Stonewall bass,

COOPER’S

CAMPGROUND

Harman, WV

Complete Hookups
It’s Our 39th Year!

304-227-4219

BOWTECH

matter the time of the season or
year. Everything revolves around
it — even bedding areas. Granted,
mature deer choose bedding areas
based on the security they provide.
Bucks will travel great distances to
reach a food source. But in areas
where deer don’t receive as much
pressure — golden nuggets of land

DIAMOND \\
PARKER &

BOW-LISTIC
ARCHERY SHOP

COMPLETE BOW SERVICE
BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES
YOUTH BOWS-CUSTOM ARROWS

in the deer world — they give up 15105 MacCorkle Av. SE

some of that security to bed clos- CHELYAN’ WV

er to food sources. In areas that are

pressured, bucks will travel fur- BARNETT 304-5§95-2699

ther and you won’t ever see them PARKER  wion Tue Thu Fri 12 - 7

on those major food sources. That EXCALIBER Wed 12 - 5
CROSSBOWS Sat. 10AM to 2PM

means you have to hunt further
away from food sources and closer
to bedding areas.
3. They Feed in Staging Areas First
I generally don’t hunt over major
food sources when I'm trying to kill
a mature deer that’s on my radar. It
1s possible to catch a careless buck
working a big field in daylight. But
it’s rare. However, it is much more
common to see a big deer on its
feet in daylight feeding in a staging
area. These can be small food plots,
pockets of dropped acorns, etc.
Find these locations between bed-
ding areas and major food sources.
That’s the best way to kill a mature . : .
buck while it's eating. : LS CARE -,

4. They Take Meandering Routes ~ Lommy Miller got a nice Summers
continue to the next page County bow buck.

Hoyt ¢ G-5 Prime

www.bow-listicarchery.com

BOOKING WILD
BOAR HUNTS

& 0y % Bowtech
B i 0m QUEST BOWS - From G5
o = PARKER G5

EASTON - CARBON EXPRESS - GOLD TIP
Ravin * Ten Point « Parker * Excaliber Crossbows
Archery Supplies - Pro Shop

1.8 Miles From I-77 - Rt. 31/Airport Road On Facebook
WILLIAMSTOWN, WV 304-375-2434  crooked creek archery

30 TARGET 3-D ARCHERY RANGE
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see your local authorized dealer for complete details. Rates as low as 2.99% APR for 36 months. Examples of monthly payments required over a 36-month term at a
2.99% APR rate: $29.08 per $1,000 financed; and with a 60-month term at a 5.99% APR rate: $19.33 per $1,000 financed. An example of a monthly payment with $0
down, no rebate, an APR of 2.99% APR for 36 months at a MSRP of $12,399 is $360.52/mo. total cost of borrowing of $579.84 with a total obligation of $12,978.84.
Down payment may be required. Other financing offers may be available. See your local dealer for details. Minimum Amount Financed $1,500; Maximum Amount
Financed $50,000. Other qualifications and restrictions may apply. Financing promotions void where prohibited. Tax, title, license, and registration are separate and

may not be financed. Promotion may be modified or discontinued without notice at any time in Polaris’ sole discretion.

Warning: Polaris off-road vehicles can be hazardous to operate and are not intended for on-road use. Driver must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’s license to operate. Passengers, if permitted, must be at least
12 years old. All riders should always wear helmets, eye protection, and protective clothing. Always use seat belts and cab nets or doors (as equipped). Never engage in stunt driving, and avoid excessive speeds and sharp
turns. Riding and alcohol / drugs don’t mix. All riders should take a safety training course. Call 800-342-3764 for additional information. Check local laws before riding on trails. ©2018 Polaris Industries Inc.

to the Dinner Table

Does and young bucks typically
take a direct route to the food. They
don’t take as many precautions as
mature bucks. The old ones, they
take meandering routes to food
sources. They play the wind. They
play the thermals. They take travel
routes that are strategic for them.
In order to understand how this ap-
plies to where you hunt, you have
to study that place and think like a
wary deer.
5. Most Don’t Make It to Major
Food Sources Until After Dark

As previously mentioned, most
mature bucks don’t make it to ma-
jor food sources until after the sun
sets. It’s a survival tactic. Move
less in daylight and run into less
hunters. How do we overcome
that? Hunt further away from these
food sources.
6. They Like Their Salad with

Dressing
I’ve personally noticed that deer
— and mature bucks — seem to

move more right after a good rain.
I don’t have any data or science to
support why that is. I just know
they do. Who knows, maybe they
like their salad with dressing.
7. Food Source Preferences Vary
Every buck has a different per-
sonality. Therefore, food source
preferences will vary from buck to
buck. Some bucks prefer beans to
corn. Some prefer corn to beans.
Some don’t prefer either and stick
to browse. Every deer is different.
Determine what the individual deer
you’re after prefers by scouting.
8. Deer Take Cuisine Vacations
Recent studies have proven that
deer go on excursions. They’ll
leave their home range and go else-
where for a period of time. This can

range from hours to days. But they
Nov/Dec 2018 ~ Page 5

take these “vacations” periodical-
ly. Now, I don’t know what causes
them to do this. No one does. And
I’m not suggesting food is the rea-
son. But one thing is for sure, they
ain’t eatin’ at home when they do.
They’re using food sources they
typically don’t use. So if the deer

you’re hunting suddenly disap-
continue to page 7

Alan Murphy caught a nice New
River smallmouth.
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« HUSKEMAW Optics * Shooting Accessories
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Eliminate the guess—Make your shots accurate and ethical.
Visit our store and let us show you these products.
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appears, or if you see a new deer
for a short period of time, this is
likely what happened.
9. Feeding Habits Aren’t Really
Habits

Deer are very fickle creatures. And
food sources are always changing.
Because of that, their behavior,
bedding areas, and travel routes are
always changing, too. You have to
stay ahead of them and know what
food sources deer will be hitting
before they hit them.

10. Deer Eat During the Day

Don’t think deer don’t move

during the day. They do. And bucks
don’t lay down from dawn to dusk.
They get up to feed. They get up to
drink. They get up to relieve them-
selves. However, when mature
deer do feed during the day, it’s
generally within 100 to 150 yards
of their bedding area. So if you can
find a good food source close to a
thick bedding area, you’ll be in the
money for some action.

River Otter Carcasses Needed

ELKINS, W.Va. — The West Vir-
ginia Division of Natural Resourc-
es is asking trappers to donate river
otter carcasses to assist in collect-
ing much-needed data on otter pop-
ulations in the state. Reproductive
and age data collected from car-
casses will be used to model the
state’s population and better de-
termine how the otter population
would respond to any changes in
bag limits and season lengths.

DNR is looking to collect 50-75
carcasses a year over the course of
the next five trapping seasons. A
$20 gift card is being offered for
each useable carcass, which in-
clude those with skulls and all or-
gans intact.

Trappers are asked to freeze car-
casses as soon as they are skinned.
Fresh or frozen carcasses may be
delivered to any DNR district wild-

life office where a data sheet must
Nov/Dec 2018 ~ Page 7

be filled out by DNR staff. Trap-
pers may also make arrangements
to have their carcasses picked up
by calling one of the district offices
listed below.

For more information about the
study or carcass collections, con-
tact the district office near you
or furbearer program coordina-
tor Rich Rogers at rich.e.rogers@
wv.gov or (304) 822-3551.

Mikayla Jones hooked a Bluestone
River smallmouth.
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Avoid Deer Collisions With Your Vehicle

FRENCH CREEK, W.Va. — The
West Virginia Division of Natural
Resources urges motorists to exer-
cise caution while driving during
the fall months because vehicle
collisions with deer typically in-
crease during this time of year.
"Because West Virginia has an
abundant white-tailed deer popu-
lation, there are more opportunities
for collisions, especially during the
peak breeding season in October
and November when deer are more
active,” said Tyler Evans, DNR
Wildlife Resources Section wild-

P s Wl L'I.'.'
Todd Snider got a huge archery
deer in Ritchie County.

life biologist. “On average, about
40 percent of deer-vehicle colli-
sions in West Virginia take place
between October and December.”
The state’s rugged terrain also con-
tributes to collisions, as high-qual-
ity deer habitat often is in valleys
where conditions allow for agricul-
tural production and more natural
food sources. Winding, hilly roads
bordered by forests also reduce the
distance drivers can see animals
ahead, increasing the chances of
collisions.

DNR urges motorists to observe
the following driving tips:

Be aware of your surroundings

and make use of your peripher-
al vision. If you see a deer in the
roadway, immediately reduce your
speed and honk your horn using
short blasts.

Drive with your headlights on
and use high beams whenever it is
safe to do so.

Drive at a reduced speed, espe-
cially during early morning and
late evening hours when deer are
more active.

Do not swerve or leave your lane
to avoid a deer. If you encounter a
deer, press your brake pedal firmly
and attempt to stop.

Always drive defensively.

BRING GAME TAG OR TAG
NUMBER, ALONG WITH WHERE
YOUR BEAST WAS CHECKED IN

AND DATE CHECKED IN.

Shoulder Mounts $425
¢ Paid in full at time of drop off.

2> CLARK’S SMOKEHOUSE TAXIDERMY

Whitetail - Bear - Wild Boar - Antelope - Moose
304-679-3915

Taxidermy
e Game Animals
¢ Fish & More

Located Off Rt 50
Deposits For Taxidermy Work  Parkersburg, WV

THANKS, shoot straight. We’ll see you soon!

On Facebook At
Smokehouse
Taxidermy
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Stop By Our Store OR Shop Online With Over 40,000 Items
We Ship To You - www.doddsports.com
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Cards
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Ruger * Remington * Winchester
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S&W « Walther ¢ Taurus & More
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Tyler Davis and Tai Letan won a
bass event on Sept. 30 at Stonewall
Jackson. They had a 6 fish weight
of 18 pounds, 15 oz. They had a 5
pound, 13 oz and a 5 pound, 15 oz
in their bag.

Monte Kreps and Steve Casto won
the Stonewall Classic with a 2 day
weight of 27 pounds, 5 oz. This
was their second win at this event.

an Ron aer had th b
bass at the Stonewall Classic - a 6
pound, 7 oz. largemouth.

JACKSON COUNTY’S
OLDEST SPORT STORE

BUY ¢ SELL
TRADE * PAWN

We Do Gun Transfers | : :

HARD TO FIND
AMMUNITION
IN STOCK

Large Selection Of

Crossbows & Accessorles

OLD & NEW SPORTS

Bows
Arrows

Large Selection

LIVE BAIT

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Rods * Reels & Tackle For:
Bass ® Musky ® Crappie
Trout ¢ Catfish & More

813 Washington St.

RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5855

Charleston WV [1-64 Exit 47
Cross Lanes WV Next to Casino

Garden

Grille

100% Non Smoking
WV-Hotel.com 800-798-7886
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DNR Mast Survey

ELKINS, W.Va. — Hunters getting
ready for the fall hunting seasons
can now consult the 2018 Mast
Survey and Hunting Outlook pub-
lication, available on the Hunting
section of the West Virginia Divi-
sion of Natural Resources website
at www.wvdnr.gov.

Since 1971, the DNR Wildlife
Resources Section, in cooperation
with volunteers from numerous

other agencies, has conducted a
fall mast survey to determine the
abundance of mast produced by 18
species of trees and shrubs.

“The availability of fall foods
has significant impacts on wild-

Mark Grey caught a 5 pound, 15 oz
big bass at the Stonewall Classic.

Mike Baten landed a 5 pund,
0z. bass at the Stonewall Classic.

B¥eas  GLADY FORK ARCHERY — "iit™
Experience Bowtech ¢ Diamond Tue-Wed-Thur
Bowtuning - Custom Arrows — Accessories -
RECURVE By: Samick - Martin CROSSBOWS
2539 Glady Fork Road Ravin * Parker
3.8 Miles Off 179 Exit 96 - Turn Left 10 Point
WESTON, WV  304-269-6292  Centerpoint

life populations and harvests,”
said Chris Ryan, supervisor of the
Game Management Services for
the DNR Wildlife Resources Sec-
tion. “Our biologists have used the
mast survey data to demonstrate
a strong correlation between mast
conditions and deer, bear and tur-
key harvests. In addition to the im-
pacts on harvests, the amount of
food available each year can affect
the reproductive success of numer-
ous species, which affects popula-
tion in following years.”
Production of white oak acorns,
walnuts and hickory nuts is signifi-

cantly higher than the long-term
average and will have effects on
the 2018-2019 hunting seasons.
Black/red oak, scarlet oak and
black cherry are down significantly
from last year and well below their
long-term average.

“It is very important for hunters
to scout and consider the type and
amount of food available in the ar-
eas they hunt,” Ryan said. “Hunt-
ers can find a wealth of facts in the
Mast Survey and Hunting Outlook,
and it should provide them valu-
able information before heading
into the field.”

‘rnaTkﬂux'

CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE

LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF
ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

NEWARK, WV

GUNS 304-275-4619
In Stock Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
Or Ordered 5am-8pm Fr
Safe 7am-8pm Sat
Showroom 7am-5pm Sun

* Hunting Supplies * Ammo
* Camo Clothing * Muzzleloaders

* Food ¢ Live Bait e Minnows & More
* Fishing Tackle « Musky Lures

CROSSBOWS

* Beverages ¢ Gasoline
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Leader to the Great Outdoors.
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Service
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4424 Deerwalk HWY
WAVERLY WV 26184

* Deer Processing - Vacuum Rapped $70
* Additional Cost For Additives
Normal Hours Mon-Fri 9 to 5 Deer Season Hours Longer
Night Drop Off Available

Safarnc Meats Pracessing

* Deer and Other Animal Processing

304-679-3340

www.safarimeatslic.com

www.facebook.com/WV SafariMeats

Hunters Helping
The Hungry Deer

We Accept

Catching Fall Crappie

Fall days looking for crappie can
feel more like a scavenger hunt
than a day out on the water, but
these tips are sure to help you find
them

To catch big fall crappie like this,
anglers may have to dig deep into
their bag of autumn fishing tricks.
To catch big fall crappie like this,
anglers may have to dig deep into
their bag of autumn fishing tricks.
(Photo courtesy of Keith Sutton)

Autumn fishing frustrates many
crappie anglers. During fall, Amer-
ica’s favorite panfish often are scat-
tered and hard to find. Crappie may
be deep one day, shallow the next
and suspended at mid-depths the
next. Fish may feed ravenously in
the morning and get a bad case of

Fonda Withrow, from Indore,
caught a 40 pound carp.

lockjaw in the afternoon.

On the lakes and reservoirs usu-
ally targeted by crappie anglers,
hot-weather crappie tend to stay
in or near the thermocline. Shal-
low-water action might be good
during cool, low-light periods, but
crappie rarely venture to the “dead
zone” below the thermocline. For
this reason, pinpointing schools of
summer fish is relatively simple;
find the cool, oxygen-rich water
that forms the thermocline and
you’ll find crappie.

This changes when fall begins.
Cool weather begins lowering
the surface water temperature. As
the upper layer cools, it becomes
heavier and sinks. This action
forces warmer, lighter water be-
low, back to the surface. This wa-
ter subsequently is cooled, just as
the previous surface layer was, and
descends as it cools. This mixing
or ‘“turnover” continues several
weeks until the thermocline dis-

appears and all water in the lake is
roughly the same temperature. This
mixing effect also replenishes oxy-
gen in deep water.

The end result is that fish, former-

ly restricted to narrow bands of ac-
continue to the next page

Rodger Snyder used a bow for a

great 10 point. Photo courtesy of Trap-
pers Den in Cowen.

HANK’S DISCOUNT & PAWN SHOP

SPORTING GOODS - PAWN SHOP
NEW & USED GUNS  SCOPES - AMMO
MANY OF YOUR HUNTING NEEDS IN STOCK

107 N. MAIN ST.
PHILIPPI, WV 26416
304-457-1268
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50 Yard Shot
INDOOR RANGE
OPEN NOW

304-622-8440

THE BOW SHOP

HOYT e MATHEWS ¢« DIAMOND * BOWTECH ¢ MISSION * PEARSON
Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

Crossbows - Many Brands Available
> Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Across RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH,WV

NEW BOW TUNING
PRO SHOP

Open 10AM to 9PM T-F
12PM to 6PM Sat. & Sun.

Harold Cogar, Owner

dp

ceptable oxygen and temperature,
are no longer limited in their move-
ments. Crappie once barred from
the coolest depths because of low
oxygen levels now may roam free-
ly to much deeper water. Likewise,
where once fish could not spend
extended periods in extreme shal-
lows due to high temperatures and
low oxygen levels, after turnover,

Tony Parsons caught a 6 pound, 7
oz. North Bend largemouth.

even these areas are acceptable.
Crappie may now be found deep,
shallow or anywhere in between.

Some waters don’t experience
turnover because they don’t strat-
ify in summer. Rivers are a case in
point. So are many large, shallow,
wind-swept lakes and some reser-
voirs with lock-and-dam facilities
or hydroelectric generators.

In waters where fall turnover does
occur, however, the angler will
need to dig deep into his or her bag
of tricks to zero in on schools of
crappie. And it never hurts to have
a few new tricks in your bag. Here
are some that could help.

Find the Crappies’ Comfort Zones

The secret to crappie-fishing suc-
cess, regardless of the season, is re-
alizing that crappie always concen-
trate in areas providing the most
comfortable living conditions and
learning to identify those areas. In
fall, conditions are theoretically

CHARLESTON
<~ MARINE

such that crappie can live anywhere
within a lake. In actuality, factors
such as oxygen content, light pen-
etration and food availability still
greatly influence a crappie’s choice
of living quarters.

Consider, for example, that all
the debris and poorly oxygenated

water being pushed upward from
continue to the next page

Sky Warren, from Weston, hooked
a 42” musky at Stonecoal Lake.

WE 1601 Bowne Av
SHRINK  Charleston, WV 25303
WRAP (304) 744-3324

www.charlestonmarine.com
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the lake bed when turnover begins
temporarily “trashes” the whole
system. Crappie respond by seek-
ing areas with good quality water.
To find them, savvy anglers do
likewise. An easy way is working
tributaries bringing fresh water into
the lake. Another way is looking
for areas where turnover has not
begun. On some large reservoirs,
different arms turn over at different
times; anglers can concentrate their
efforts in areas that aren’t visibly
affected.

When turnover causes excessive
amounts of decaying debris to cir-
culate in the water column, sudden
significant drops in oxygen can re-
sult. When this happens, crappie
must find oxygenated water imme-
diately. They frequently solve the
problem by going directly to the
nearest source, which is surface
aeration from wind and waves.
Consequently, windswept shore-
lines with shallow cover may be
productive crappie fishing spots.

Your first order of business when
fishing during the turnover period
should be finding comfort zones
such as those just described and

working them systematically to
continue to the next page

Scotty Smith got a huge 8 point
with a bow. Photo courtesy of Middle
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

Wy Plpelmer Collectible Guns

CALL FOR
PRICES

Pipeliner
Case

WYV Pipeliner Guns Are Henry Golden Boy Rifles * Call For Details
THE

OUTDOOR STORE

Guns » Ammo « Fishing Supplies + Feed & More

304-655-7600

» =@ il

* Guns - Pistols - Ammunition 1 W 1
* Yeager Musky Lures ¢ Leupold Dealer - Case Knives 'GlLNrSiiPISJ'ﬂ@LS
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* Grandpa’s Special Mix Deer Feed
* Itchy Bottom Outdoors Mineral Lick * Joe’s Flies
* Yeager Musky Lures * Twisted Oaks

* Feed .
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www.tosfirearms.com

Twisted Oak
QOutdoors

Freaky Frank’s e
Myers Musky Trout Worms '“ll“m
856 Arnoldsburg Road R BBS
ARNOLDSBURG, WV yE pAWN ON GUNS
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pinpoint crappie.
Try Standing Timber

When turnover ends and the wa-
ter starts to clear, crappie often con-
centrate around standing timber.
Here the fish can move shallow or
deep as water and weather condi-
tions dictate. On cloudy or windy
days when light doesn’t penetrate
very far into the water, crappie may
be within a few feet of the surface.
Bright, sunny, post-frontal days
may find them hugging the bottom.
Adjust your tactics accordingly.

“When fishing standing timber,
fish each tree for only a couple of
seconds,” says Missouri crappie
pro Kevin Rogers whose specialty
is jigging vertical timber. “If you
don’t get a bite, move to the next
tree. Too many people make the
mistake of sitting or tying up to a
tree. You’ll catch more fish by us-
ing your trolling motor and moving
from tree to tree.”

Rogers used such tactics to quali-
fy for the Crappie USA Classic six
consecutive years. The way you
present your lure, he says, import-
ant.

“When vertical jigging around
standing timber, after your lure
reaches the bottom, grab the line
with your free hand and gently
raise the lure up the tree,” he says.
“Crappie will not go down to hit
your bait so raising the lure puts
the bait in their face. They can’t

I g 4 ‘ 8 ¢
i i e
Benny Buckley, from Gay, hooked
a huge carp.

S

YAMAHA

OUTBOARD
Authorized
Service
And Sales

Gp F,‘%/ B0oA7S

ALUMINUM BOATS

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723

(across the river from Parkersburg, WV)

stand it.”
Dealing With Cold Fronts

Passing cold fronts are a com-
mon fall phenomenon. And when

We Repair All Makes And Models Of Outboard and Inboard Engines

740-846-0062

www.7riversmarine.com

WINTERIZE Your outboard or inboard.
All makes of engines.

SHRINK WRAP SPECIAL - $13 per foot

* Bass Boats - Runabouts - Pontoon Boats

a front moves in, the fishing can
quickly turn sour. Crappie still can
be caught, however, if the angler

continue to the next page
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Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!
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knows how to deal with this situ-
ation.

“Anglers can’t control the weath-
er,” says Kentucky crappie guide
Steve McCadams (www.stevem-
ccadams.com). “But they can ad-
just their presentation and be more
effective in catching crappie when
weather patterns turn nasty. ['ve
seen crappie have a drastic mood
swing literally overnight when
cold fronts descend, lowering sur-
face temperatures with bone-chill-
ing winds. After the front passes,
high skies with a high-pressure
system alter the crappies’ feeding
habits, too.”

Crappie relate close to structure in
this scenario, says McCadams.

“To catch them, you must slow

Lily Garcia, from VA, caught a
large trout.

304-373-7815 304-532-7857

TAXIDERMY

Sandyville, West Virginia

down your presentation to a verti-
cal style, keeping the bait in front
of the fish longer and in their spe-
cific depth range,” he notes. “Don’t
expect the fish to be aggressive and
chase down a moving bait because
they’re holding tight on structure.
Light or small lure sizes will help
too, as will using a bobber for slow,
sinking presentations that assist
you in keeping the bait in the strike
zone longer.”
Pontoon Flipping

Ohio crappie guide and tourna-
ment pro Russ Bailey often con-
centrates his fall fishing efforts
around pontoons, or party barges.

"Pontoons provide excellent crap-
pie fishing in early fall when the
days are still hot and the nights are
starting to cool off," says Bailey.
"Pontoons provide one key thing
for the crappie this time of year:
shade. You don’t have to have
brush or other cover under them to
catch fish. As the nights begin to
cool, the fish start moving to shal-

CUSTOM ARROWS

$79.95 Doz. Gold Tip Carbon

J & R SPORTING
GOODS & PAWN

One Block Off Main Street
34 Rebecca Street

SHINNSTON,WV

304-371-3065
HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY

NEW PHONE NUMBER

lower water. During the day, when
the sun is hot and bright, the pon-
toons provide the cover they need."

Bailey uses a long pole to flip jigs

into the shady reaches beneath the
continue to the next page

Kendall Waybright bagged a 414

pound (field dressed) black bear.
Photo courtesy of Middle Mountain Sport-
ing Goods in Elkins.

BOONER’S BOW SEIQP

3-D RANGE - PRACTICE RANGE

-Archery Shoots

INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE

Located On Larkmead Rd

Parkersburg, WV 304-863-6962

MISSION

BEAR

‘Leagues
‘Group
Discounts

@HOytu::
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Gold - Silver - Jewelry - Guns - Electronics - Tools - Archery - And More
Two Locatons To Serve You

3410 Emerson Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26104 ®

® Parkersburg, WV 26101
(304) 428 PAWN (7296) NATIONALPAWNB&ERSASSOCIATION (304) 428-7298

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM  SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

515 Division Street

www.carlspawnshop.com

pontoons where crappie are likely
to be holding.

“If you work at it, you can learn
to use a 10-foot or 11-foot rod to
flip under the pontoons,” he says.
“But ‘shooting’ with a 6- or 7-foot
rod can be very effective as well.
Using colored line such as Berkley
Iron Silk or Stren Hi Vis Gold will
help catch more fish because many
times you will not feel the strike
at all, but you can very easily see
the colored line jump. Concentrate
on getting your jig back as far as
possible under the rear of the pon-
toon. This can make the difference
between catching just one fish and
catching 20 fish.”

Additional Tips

Spider trolling and drifting are ex-
cellent ways to pinpoint scattered
schools of autumn crappie. Rig
several poles with different lures/
baits set at different depths, then

move around in likely looking ar-
eas. When you catch a fish, change
rigging so all your poles conform
to the depth and bait preferences
exhibited by that fish.

Fall crappie often follow second-
ary bottom channels when moving
between deep water and shallow.
A sonar unit is invaluable for pin-
pointing this type of structure and
the fish themselves.

Jigs and minnows are the best
crappie baits year-round, but if one
or the other doesn’t produce, try a
jig/minnow combo. A marriage of
live bait and artificial lure some-
times does the trick for finicky fall
crappie.

Be patient and persistent. Fall
conditions force fish to roam, thus
fishermen must also be willing to
move frequently, forsaking likely
looking spots or those that pro-

duced yesterday. If the tactics cov-
Nov/Dec 2018 ~ Page 18

ered here don’t produce crappie,
improvise another strategy and
keep trying.

Cathy Moore used a bow for a large
buck in Tyler Co. Photo courtesy of
Tyler Outdoor Supply in Middlebourne.



HUNTING EQUIPMENT

Located In The United Oilfield Building

Rapala ¢ Yo-Zuri » Matzuo * Norman ¢ Strike King  Berkely ¢ Storm
Castiac * KW * Rage * Yamamoto * Yum ¢ Rebel * Bandit * 6th Sense
Bomber ¢ AC Shiner ¢ Jackall * Havoc ¢ Net Bait * Z Man * Gamakatsu
VMC « Cabin Creek * Rick Clunn * Bass Pro  Live Target * AAT
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Scents Crossbhows
Deer Feed Archery Supplies
Trapping and much more!

Bass Pro Shop

OPEN:
7am to 7pm Mon/Fri
7am to 6pm Sat/Sun

RODS: DUCKETT - LEW’S
CASHION - CARROT STIX
FENWICK - ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO - G LOOMIS - HALO
13 FISHING - ST. CROIX

LIVE BAIT

Minnows * Worms ¢ Mealworms

. SMUTTY DOG - AMMA BAMA
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L . i CRANE - TYRANT - JH BAIT
Deer Feed - Holsters "_ JONES - HUGHES RIVER
Gun C;f::dhi’:;sssbows e e — COBB’S - KOPPERS - LASSO
13520 Emerson Ave.
Ohio River Outdoors LLC Williamstown, WV 26187 On RT. 2 304_91 6_1 800
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Deer Attractants
To avoid danger and stay alive,

a whitetail uses its ability to detect
faint odors more than any other
sense. Without argument, its nose
is its greatest aid in survival; how-
ever, it can also prove to be its un-
doing when it comes up against a
hunter who develops the right strat-
egy of combining attractant and
cover scents. To do this, a hunter
needs to know what to use, when
to use it and then execute a plan
that will put a buck at total ease
and even pull him in for an easy
shot. Here’s how to build your own
easy-to-follow scent plan for big
buck success.
Time Your Scents

First, you have to use the right
scent for the right phase of the rut
you’re hunting. I still see a lot of
guys who use that generic bottle
of doe pee pulled from a discount
store shelf throughout the season
and expect it to bring bucks run-
ning as the rut hits fever pitch. I’ve
also seen hunters who dropped top
dollar on doe in estrous scent and
started dumping the stuff out as
early as mid-October in the hon-
est belief they were going to trick
bucks into thinking they were the

ARCHERY | FOOD PLOT
* Excaliber ﬁ * Numerous
Striker Seeds
* Bows LIVE BAIT
* Crossbows HardCore Hunters » Worms
DEER FEED * Minnows
- Corn * More
« Available By SUPPLIES
The Ton $260 - Scents
« Custom Blends * Trail Cams
Available * More
Stop by our fully
stocked hunting

and fishing store!
Open: Mon-Fri 8 -5

Sat 9-3
Closed Sunday
1102 West Main St.
Grafton, WV DEER ATTRACTANTS |.

304-265-9278

CORN - FEED

first doe ready to mate. Again, with
the foolish notion that bucks would
come running. Both types of hunter
are missing the point and not get-
ting the real benefits from attrac-
tant scents that can be had.

“It’s important that a hunter use a
scent that is believable to the deer,”
says Mike Mattly, public relations
manager of Code Blue scents and
an avid Iowa deer hunter. Here’s

continue to the next page

Coy Balley ahs an archery buck
with a wide rack.

and boat rentals.

*A/lC

TV -DVD

* Barbecue Grill

* Large Porch Area

LAKE VIEW CABINS

Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area. Min-

utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course

Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area
(public hunting & fishing). Only 6 miles from

I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV

e Easy Access

* Great View Of Lake

e Fully Equipped Kitchen

Including Dishwasher

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER
SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public
Hunting Areas. 15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000
Acres On Stonecoal

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876
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200+ Campsites * All Utilities

Cabins With Jacuzzis
Stocked Trout

Tube Rentals ®®
Cable TV

&
3

. f

9 Miles East Of Elkins
BOWDEN,WV
304-636-0023
www.revelles.com

what you need to use and when to
use it.

Doe Urine— Basic urine from a doe
is good throughout the season, but
mostly during the earliest weeks,
before the rut when bucks are still
in bachelor groups and not yet su-

Chad Wallbrown landed a 40
pound Kanawha River blue cat.

IRVINE’S CAMPER SALES

P~ USED
‘;_ 740-989-2291 800-987-4275 Exclusive
Jay CO www.irvinescamper.com Jayco Dealer

Located close to Parkersburg, WV On US Rt. 50
2 Miles From The Corridor D Bridge

17 State Rt. 555  Little Hocking, Ohio

NEW

per competitive. More than any-
thing, doe urine will reassure deer
as they pass through an area that
everything is all right. A relaxed
deer is much easier to hunt than
one on edge. This serves the same
purpose throughout the season and
can bring curious deer in on a trail
dragged with the scent. As the rut
recedes and deer begin to fall back
into feeding patterns, doe urine is a
solid go-to scent.

Buck Urine— A quality buck urine
used in conjunction with scrapes
(real or mock) or in other high-traf-
fic areas is a good transition attrac-
tant leading up to the rut. Aggres-
sion in bucks is building and they
are becoming more competitive.
The smell of an intruder in their
space, mixed with the sound of
deep grunts and rattles, can draw
them near in an effort to locate the
interloper. Now is the time to chal-
lenge a buck.

Doe Estrous—Not until you are
within two weeks of the peak of
the rut do you want to use the high-
er-dollar doe estrous scents. As
soon as you notice bucks beginning
to chase tail-wagging does and
continue to the next page

Walter Stalnaker, from Weston,
went to Utah for a nice elk.

190 Catin
NENTALS

235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447
phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379
email: info@hillbillyhavenwv.com
website: www.hillbillyhavenwv.com

First-class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off Interstate 79, Exit 91,
one mile south on US 19 toward lake

Call or visit website for rates, additional

required for reservations. Major credit
cards are accepted.

information, and policies. A 50% depositis e

HlIIblIIy Haven Log Cabin Rentals

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just
two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort

Recently built log cabins are exceptionally e
clean and beautifully decorated to be your
home away from home

safe environment
Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleep two

Four person cabins have full bed
downstairs and two twin beds in loft

Six person cabins have king or queen bed
and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub,
dishwasher, and washer and dryer °
Eight person cabins have four bedrooms,
two baths, and an eight person hot tub
Accessible cabin available

Fully equipped kitchen with dishes,
cookware, refrigerator, microwave,
toaster, and coffee maker

[ )
e Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and :
)

® Open 365 days a year

Satellite tv and dvd player

Gas log fireplace and air conditioning
Full bath with shower

Linens and other amenities provided

Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked
ponds, playground, and horseshoe pits

Convenience store onsite with gift shop, WV
souvenirs, and many unique hillbilly gifts

Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and
Arnold Palmer Signature Golf Course, and
2,650 acre Stonewall
Jackson Lake with
all types of water
recreation, fishing,
and hunting, just
two minutes away

Wid and Wonderfid
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Racoon & Skunk Hats

WILLIAM’S FUR & TRAI'PING SUPPLY SHOP

Four Generations Of Fur
Buying & Trapping

* Full Line Of Trapping Supplies

* Large Assortment Of Dog Collars
And Leads - Engraved Name Tags

* Full Line Of Fur House Supplies

* Skinning - Fleshing & Tanning

* Large Assortment Of Tanned Furs
& Hides. Beaver Hoops

* Mountain Man Raccoon Hats

* Skulls & Skull Dipping - Bear
Rugs. Deer - Coyote - Beaver
Mink - Squirrel - Bobcat Furs

* All Types Of Snares - Traps &
Cable Stakes

* Large Selection Of Lures & Urines

* Buyer Of Raw Furs & Hides

* Deer Attractants & Lures

9
Smokey’s
Deer Lures, Calls & Baits
World’s Only Pre-Orbital Gland Lure

WE BUY
RAW FURS

Hours - 1pm to 7pm Mon - Fri
Saturday By Appointment

304- 462 7028

Coyote - Bobcat - Mink - Squirrel Furs
410 3rd Run Road

GLENVILLE, WV 26351

1/4 Mile From Rt. 5 on Tanner Road

Skmmng & Soft Tanning Rugs Hlde Hoops European Mounts
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your trail cams pick up increased
activity, you want to drape the area
around your best stand with estrous
scent. Use it both on a drag into
your stand and around your setup
to act as a cover to scent and as an
attractant. Use this throughout the
key phase of the rut until you de-
tect the rutting urge beginning to
wane and then push it a few days
more. Not all does will come in or
go out of estrus at the same time, so
by being one of the last ones, you
may pull that one buck still seek-
ing.
Tarsal Gland—Fuel both a big
boy’s rage and sexual drive by
busting out a little tarsal scent
from a buck, along with that doe
in estrous. Drip them both in mock
scrapes along an existing scrape
line or mud-worn deer trail and
stay at the ready. Both work well
on a drag. Use throughout the rut
peak. Code Blue’s Gravedigger
line of scent-impregnated soils are
ideal for scrape use.
Scent Setup The Right Way

Don’t spend money on scents

only to fail in using them in a way
continue to the next page

This lady used her bow for a qual-
ity buck.



Open

10-6
Sat
10-2

Gen 5
GLOCK

17mm & 19mm

www.guardsix.com

Mon-Fri

By Appt.
Class 3 SOT - Supressors In Stock

GUARD S|X - 5 Miles From Belpre
40 Everson Road - BELPRE, OHIO
740-401-1277 740-350-3270

* Over 200 Guns In Stock

¢ All Brands Available

* Out Of State Transfer Fee $15
* CCW Classes Available

Gen 5 GLOCK 17’s & 19’s In Stock

that will maximize possible results.
There’s a trick to placing the scent
around your stand.

Be Realistic—A lot of hunters ex-
pect to hang scents out and then
watch as deer come running in to
check them out. To anyone who
has hunted with scents, however,
that just isn’t the case. Scent loca-
tions serve more to get a deer just
walking past to stop and check it
out, giving a hunter a better chance
at getting a stationary, broadside
shot.

Be a Drag—Using a scent drag
soaked in the proper scent serves
two purposes: One, it helps cover
your own scent you may leave be-
hind when walking in and two, it
can serve to catch a buck’s atten-
tion as he is cruising by and draw
him in a little closer. Again, I don’t

Randall Light used a bow for a nice
Logan County buck.

want to oversell the latter. A heav-
ily placed scent trail doesn’t mean
a buck is going to come running
right into your stand along that
path. More often than not, it will
peak his attention so he will work
around the area trying to catch
more scent to confirm what he
hopes is an actual doe.

Use Wicks—Sure, cotton balls in
plastic canisters work, but they can
also alter the smell of scents when
combined with whatever material

the canisters are made from. Wicks
continue to the next page

A great WV archery deer with an

awesome rack was brought in.
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Game Photos From 2018

Send In Your Photo (email or text)
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Now On Facebook
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are made expressly for the job, and
many today come with their own
containers where you can store
them free from contamination. The
containers also help to avoid fewer
sloppy spills.

Minimize Scent Locations—I used
to put four or five scent bombs in a
big circle around me to cover every
direction. Not necessary, says Wild-
life Research Center’s Ron Bice.
“All you need are two wicks,” Bice

SPENCER'S

TAXIDERMY

304-824-3745

OVER 39 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

BIRDS, FISH, ANTLERS
LIFE-SIZE MOUNTS, GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN,WV

ACCROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE

FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE

says. Hang one to your left and
one to your right in order to catch
anything passing by. If it makes
you feel better, hang one directly
in front of you as well. Bice also
warns to never hang scents behind
you or in spots where you won’t be
able to make a shot.

Keep in Range—You also don’t
want to hang them farther than
you can shoot. Place them adjacent
to shooting lanes or likely travel
routes within shooting distance of
your stand, so when a deer stops to
check it out, you can take the shot.
Higher is Better—Scent bombs
placed on the ground may seem like
they would be more realistic, but
bottom-line is, they are also less ef-
fective. Instead, hang them at least
five or six feet from the ground in

www.wvasportsman.net
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order to be better caught by gentle
breezes and thermals, thereby ex-
panding the chance to draw a cu-
rious (or agitated) deer into your
setup. When creating mock scrapes
or enhancing a real one, use a scent
dripper. This will both deposit
scent on the ground where a deer
will expect it and catch the high-
er breezes where the smell can be
caught from farther out.

21 Country Market

Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* GAME CHECKING

* HUNTING & FISHING LIC.

Everything qou need for
a day on the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North Ripley, WV




Bob Ball TAXIDRMY

Game Animals
Contact For Details

304-651-7399
T 304-651-7398
SUMMERSVILLE, WV

Donita Cox went out west for an

8x8 elk.. Photo courtesy of Crooked
Creek Archery in Williamstown.

Zoey Ryan got her first buck with
her crossbow.

(304) 354-9038

Stutler’s

Furs, Hides, Roots & Herbs
Call For
Current Prices
3047 Little Creek Rd.

CRESTON, WV

Lloyd’s

SIPORTSMIAN CIENTIEIR
Hunting * Fishing * Camping * Boating
Carhartt Clothing - Muck * Georgia * Wolverine Boots
Ammunition - Fly Fishing - Hackle - Targets - Scents

Gun Cleaning - Lots of Fishing Equipment - Much More!

RYV and Boat Equipment - Hardware - Tools

Exit 67 Off Of I-79 - Rt 19 North 1/4 Mile
Sutton, WV 304-765-3332

Fall Rabbit Hunting

Rabbit hunting is a fast growing
avocation for hunters. It's a wel-
come respite from "cabin fever,"
there are a lot of them, and they
taste real good. The problem is,
that lots of hunters fail to recognize
the often simple tricks that will set
apart a good hunt from a "skunk-
er." Here are some points that I've
learned over the years about rabbit
hunting, and I hope you'll find them
quite useful. It's sort of the "light
bulb going off in your head," say-

ing, "gee, I never thought of that",
or "I never knew that."

Rabbit hunting is pretty simple.
You grab a shotgun or a .22, for in-
stance, go to your favorite woods,
and pick apart these tasty little fur
bearers. You can increase the odds
of success by doing some pre-sea-
son scouting, and recognizing that
rabbits are most active early in the
morning, and late in the day.

Look through the woods that
continue to the next page
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HUGE SELECTION OF LIVE BAIT
Minnows- Hellgramites - Lizards - Worms
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Guns & Archery &

Tackle By: Warden - Super Duper - Strike King
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Cabin Creek - Shakespeare - St. Croix - Zebco - Case
+ Heddon - Rapala & More!
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Camping Supplies * Musky Tackle * Marine Products

PC OUTDOORS 304-466-1444

211 Greenbrier Drive

HINTON, WV
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want to hunt. The best places to
look are fence rows, with brush
around the bottom, fallen trees, and
old brush piles. These are real "hot
spots" for rabbits. They seek cov-
er and concealment, and the areas
described are where they normally
will want to locate.

The most productive days to hunt
rabbits are cloudy, cold, damp days.
A perfect day is one with a foggy
morning or afternoon, where there
is heavy mist in the air, and the
woods are real, real quiet. You can
sneak in the woods very stealthily,
making sure you move slowly, and
keep a keen eye out. Constantly
watch ahead of you for any type
of movement. Savvy hunters will
find one of the spots that we've de-
scribed, and when coming up on it,
will literally give it a good, swift
kick. Trust me: If there's a rabbit in
that spot, it'll come scurrying out at
warp speed.

WV WILD
OUTDOORS

HUNTING FISHING \b .
CAMPING .
HARD TO FIND AMMO  #6%%

22LR - 22MAG
243 - 22/250 - 222

Camo Clothing * Tree Stand;

Ammunition

Archery Equipment

; “’-"7"’3;- Bows & Arrows
N Rods & Reels
\ Camping Equipment
Fishing Lures

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm Sun 1pm to 6pm
Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19
Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart
506 FIREHOUSE ROAD

BIRCH RIVER, WV
304-649-2607

Good, you say. Well, not quite.
Those rabbits come really flying
out, and I don't care how quick or
how good a shot you are, you're not
going to get a good shot instant-
ly. "It ain't gonna work that way."
What you'll want to do when you
see the rabbit run out, is stand still,
and either whistle or click your
tongue. Some type of noise from
your mouth. Half the time or more,
the rabbit will instantly stop, and
offer you a perfect shot.

Another good thing to know is
that you should never move. Stay
perfectly still and motionless. That
rabbit will come right back to you.
No kidding. They do. They will
stop, turn around and circle right
back to where they came from.

Continue to zip through the
woods, and you'll get your bag
limit quickly, following these sim-
ple suggestions -- again, assuming
you've pre-scouted the area and
know it has a rabbit population.

One thing that you should recog-
nize and to me at least is a negative
when it comes to rabbit hunting, is
that they're usually infested with
fleas. Lots of hunters don't know

that. When you get home, leave
continue to the next page

ey "Z'-.,I A A - :' 4
Brooklyn Godfrey used her cross-
bow for a nice buck.
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Bass & Buck Shop

W 950 Glen Oak Rd.
49 Old Route 19

ﬁ Summersville, WV
A 304-872-0385

e Bear - Parker Crossbow o

* Custom Arrows - Technician

* Pistols - Shotguns - Rifles

* Holsters - Trapping Supplies

* Tactical Equipment - Reloading
* Ammo - Scents & Calls

e Air O Soft — Bass Pro Shop

* Outdoor Gifts - Live Bait

* Treestands - Huge Tackle Dept.

Many Items On SALE Now!
Oepn: 9am to 6pm Mon-Sat

“Supplying the needs for your
next outdoor adventure”

Jake Ramey used a bow in Logan
Co. for an excellent buck.

Parker’s Safe Sales

A | - 80t090
ok Ehﬂmn_}. In S(t)ock
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In Home Delivery - Up or Down
Tri-States Largest Safe Distributor
S & G Certified Locksmith
Since 1958 - New WVU Safes
740-484-4572
Exit 208 I-70 S. on SR 149-2.7 Miles
Belmont, Ohio




the rabbits outside for awhile, un-
til their bodies get cold. When that
happens those warm loving fleas
will skedaddle. If you do bring the
rabbits in the house immediately,
you're going to have an infestation
of fleas — and for sure if you've got
a cat or dog, they'll become infest-
ed.

Being a successful rabbit hunter
means you'll really have had some
fun experiencing nature, and will
put some delicious "protein" on
your family's dinner table. You also
won't have to worry about mort-
gaging your home to afford one of
those fancy dan restaurant dinners,
which for rabbit can go up to $50
(no kidding- -that's what they can
run). Br'er Rabbit is waiting for
you. Go for it.

A lady bagged an early season

black bear. Photo courtesy of Trappers
Den in Cowen.

Intersection of

2{0]67,¢

Rt. 4 & 20
CAVE Rock Cave, WV
IGA 924-5296
Groceries

Fresh Meat & Produce
Propane Exchange

Beverages & Snachs
Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm Sun Noon to 5PM

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

www.rockcave.iga.com

GROVE MARINE TRAOKER

Financing Available
~ Your Full Service Dealer ~

304-547-5044

7 MILES EAST OF
WHEELING TUNNELS
MIDDLE CREEK ROAD

Triadelphia, WV

9am to 5pm M-F
° Sat 10am to Noon

e |
Michael Hatfield went to Wyomlng County for a great archery buck.

www.rodgersmithmarine.com Skeeter
Yamaha
South Bay
Honda
Rot‘:l?l' Smith Alumacraft

4876 Route 152
Lavalette, WV 25535 304-529-0487
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EXPERIENCE
LEWIS

COUNTY

Come visit the haunted Trans-Allegheny Lunatic Asylum. Featured on
many paranormal shows over the years, the facility is currently offering
civil war, historical, paranormal, and farm tours. Many other activities and
events include ghost hunts and a haunted house in October.

Weston, West Virginia was once the hand blown glass capital of the world.
Now it has two charming studios where you can watch the art of blowing
glass. Appalachian Glass and WV American Art Glass masterfully blend
traditional glass-making methods with the best of modern techniques.
Then learn more about the deep history of West Virginia glass by stopping
by. The West Virginia Museum of American Glass has a collection of more
than 17,000 pieces.

At the Mountaineer Military Museum, you will experience some of the Unit-
ed States Military’s unique moments while seeing the military of our country
and the nation comes alive through a soldier’s eyes.

lewis County, Weat Virginia

[
=

Il

Kick back and relax at Lambert’s Winery, situated on a beautiful hillside in
its own hand cut stone building where you can take a tour of the facility and
enjoy a tasting while visiting the gift shop.

You may also visit the childhood home of Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson at
WVU’s Jackson Mills Farmstead. Here you will see an 1840’s farmstead
with a working gristmill, blacksmith’s shop, buildings, cabins and more.

Outdoor enthusiasts can visit Stonewall Jackson Lake State Park or Stone-
coal Lake for boating, fishing, hiking, hunting and more. Enjoy a round
of golf while spending a relaxing weekend at the four diamond awarded
Stonewall Resort on the shore of Stonewall Jackson Lake.

Come visit where heroes were raised, legends born and memories are
made! For more information contact:

800-296-7329
lewiscountycvb.com

IR COnF

Take a tour of historic downtown; visit museums or the boyhood home of general "Stonewall”
Jackson. Relax at a winery, play golf, fish in a quiet cove or boat on one of our beautiful lakes.
Shop in our locally owned shops, watch glass blowing demonstrations, visit our historic and
haunted Asylum, or attend a local fair or festival. There's something for everyone to enjoy
here... Where past meets the present.

Visit Us Online or Call Today for your Free Travel Guide!

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM 304-269-7328
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Fall River Fishing

It’s hot now but in no time it’ll
be fall and that means good river
fishing. The water will be low, or
maybe normal given all the heavy
rainstorms we’ve had this year and
that’ll make the fish easier to find,
if not easier to catch.

When rivers get high, like after
a heavy storm, the water swells
and the fish spread out all over the
place. We’ve all heard stories of
guys catching them around picnic
tables in flooded recreation areas.
Those stories are probably true and
they bring a smile to our faces, but
those conditions make the fish real-
ly hard to target. There’s too much
water to cover.

Another good thing that happens
in the fall is that the water clears up
some and the float goes away. You
can concentrate on fishing instead
of playing dodgeball with floating
trees that you may or may not be
able to see.

I start my fall search by looking
for whatever current I can find.
There won’t be much so it might
take me a while, but it’ll usual-
ly be time well spent because the
bass will be looking for it, too. And

Ed Burnside caught a huge trout.
Photo courtesy of Middle Mountain Sport-
ing Goods in Elkins.

when they find it they’ll they stay
put and feed.

During most of the year you’ll
usually find bass on the down-
stream side of current. They po-
sition themselves inside ambush
points and wait for something to
wash past them. But this is not
most of the year. This is the fall.
You’ll find more of them — espe-
cially the better ones — on the up-
stream side.

Laydowns in current are especial-
ly good in the fall. They collect al-
gae and other scraps of vegetation
which then attract baitfish. That’s
one of the two things bass are look-
ing for — food and protection from
predators.

As far as a recommendation for
a good fall river lure goes, that
won’t be easy. At some time darn

Advertise In The

W. Va. Sportsman
- 28 Years In Business

* Low Rates
Details On Page 3

near anything in your tackle box
will catch them. That said: I always
have a squarebill handy.

A spinnerbait is a good choice,
too. The water’s fairly clear and
there’s always one you have on
hand, or can customize real quick,
that’ll match the hatch. And, at
times topwater baits will be effec-
tive, especially if the water’s calm
and you don’t feel comfortable
fishing with a spinnerbait.

Point your rig towards a local riv-
er this fall. Take advantage of what
it has to offer before the really cold

MII'II Mart:

Crossbows: Parker - 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More
PSE & MARTIN Bows * Expert Bow Tuning * Ammo
Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc
Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

Fishing Rods & Reels
@FEE Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
g Nitro « Mike’s « Joe’s Flies * Berkley

Cold Beer
Hot Dogs
Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls
Discount Tobacco

/

5AM to 9PM
7 Days A Week

RT. 33 East

Just Before The 4 Lane
=il ELKINS, WV
=" 304-636- 5569
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Welcome

PIPELINERS

OVER 1,000 NEW GUNS IN STOCK
AREAS LARGEST STOCK OF AMMUNITION
222 Allegheny Hwy ¢ Elkins, WV 26241

WHEELER’S GUNS & AMMO

Open 8am ¢ Closed Sun & Wed. 681-298-5070




Hans Creek
Outfitters

Offering Upland Bird Hunts For
Pheasants, Chukar & Quail
Use Your Dog Or One Of Ours
Call John At:
304-832-6552
Located At Greenville, WV In Mingo County

www.hanscreekoutfittersllc.com

Free Range Whlte Ta|I Deer Hunts
Fall & Spring Turkey Hunts
Predator Hunts
European Boar Hunts

Cody Dav1s from Volga hooked

Archery Season Open Now

an 8 pound bass at Watoga Park.

Online

View This Magazine Online
www.wvasportsman.net

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
— West Virginia's 2018 archery
and crossbow seasons for white-
tailed deer, black bear and wild
boar will opened Saturday, Sept.
29. The archery and crossbow deer
and bear seasons run through Dec.
31.

The wild boar archery and cross-

bow season is a split season, with
the first segment also from Sept. 29
to Dec. 31 and an additional late
season from Feb. 1 to Feb. 3,2019.
To hunt the February wild boar
season, hunters will need a 2019
hunting license.

Bear hunters must buy a Bear

continue to the next page

10AM to6PM
| ANDERSON OUTDOORS "
! 10am to 5pm Wed
“Everything You Need For Your Next Outdoor Adventure” Closed Sunday

Parker * Bear
Crossbows
Custom Arrows

Muzzleloaders * Trapping * Blinds * Stands
Dog Supplies * Tannerite
Garmin * Holsters

Tactical Supplies * Lucky Buck Fishing Tackle

Trout Bait * Knives

Camo Clothing: Yukon ¢ Country Life Scopes * Binoculars

Moonshine * Muddy Girl  Browning

| NEW
2l | Consignment

Area
» We Can Sell Your
Sporting ltems

"RIFLES
SHOTGUNS
PISTOLS

242 South Kanahwa St.
BUCKHANNON, WV
304-460-2317
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Damage Stamp (Class DS) in addi-
tion to a base license (nonresidents
need a Class EE Bear Hunting Li-
cense). Two bears may be taken per
year, provided at least one bear is
taken in Boone, Fayette, Kanawha,
Logan, McDowell, Mingo, Nicho-
las, Preston, Raleigh or Wyoming
counties.

Other than the Class DS stamp,
no additional stamps are needed
to harvest bears during the archery
and crossbow season, except for
nonresidents hunting on the Na-

Dale Pauley caught a 6 pound, 14
oz. bass at Woodrum Lake..

A lady brought in a great archery
buck with long tines.

tional Forest (Class I stamp). The
daily bag limit for bear remains
one bear per day.

Hunters must buy stamps if they
wish to harvest additional deer
during the archery and/or crossbow
seasons. One or two additional ar-
chery deer, depending on the coun-
ty, may be taken with Class RB
(resident) or Class RRB (nonresi-
dent) stamps (one deer per stamp).

Additional archery stamps must be
continue to the next page

E

NNIAL

22 North Locust Street

26201
(304) 472-4100

Buckhannon, WV

www.wvasportsman.net

Remington + Winchester - Weatherby - Browning * Rossi

PARK CENTER

Park Center

304-438-5660

9AM to 8PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

SPORTING GOODS i

k=

KEL-TEC
PMR30

22 Magnum
30 Round Clip

KEL-TEC
Sub-2000

Ruger - Glock - Benelli - Bersa - Taurus - Springfield - Smith & Wesson - Savage

Auaqiq - yy3 - uiepy - yoojzeug . abnoy . biagssoy\ - AluaH - 43N - Iyosueuq

Kimber - T-C Encore - Traditions - CVA - Thompson Center
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bought before Sept. 29.

Resident underage and senior
hunters must buy a Class RB stamp
to take additional archery or cross-
bow deer, but resident landowners
hunting on their own property and
Class DT (Life-threatening Con-
ditions) license holders are not re-
quired to purchase any additional
archery stamps.

In 12 counties or portions there-

of, hunters must take an antlerless
archery deer before harvesting a
second antlered deer in that county.

Individuals may take up to two
deer in one day during the archery
or crossbow seasons. The first deer
does not have to be electronically
checked before harvesting the sec-
ond deer in the same day. Howev-
er, only one antlered deer may be
taken in the same day during any

* FIBERGLASS
* ALUMINUM

2019 Boats In Stock
Great Selection Of Quality Used Boats
Jon Boats For 9.9 Lakes Available

Pontoon & Bass Boats
www.wrightsriversidemarine.com

Marine
Rt. 2 South of

St. Marys, WV

Wright’s Riverside

Certified Service Department

E-TEC G2

Outboards

EVINRUDE.

#1 In District Total Horsepower Dealer

304-684-2850
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season.

Special regulations exist for the
four archery-only counties -- Lo-
gan, McDowell, Mingo and Wyo-
ming. In these counties, only two
archery deer may be taken, one of
which must be antlerless. In these
counties, crossbows can only be
used by holders of Class Y/YY
permits.

The wild boar archery and cross-
bow seasons are open in Boone,
Logan, Raleigh and Wyoming
counties. The season bag limit is
one boar.

For more information on hunting
regulations, hunters should con-
sult the 2018-2019 West Virginia
Hunting and Trapping Regulations
Summary available at DNR offic-
es, license agents, or on the WVD-
NR website www.wvdnr.gov.

GOOD LUCK
This Season

Send Your 2018 Pics
Details On Page 38

Terry Turky caught a nice golden
trout on the Williams River.



Hunting The Rut

Everyones knows about the rut,
when bucks let their guard down
and hunters capitalize on the breed-
ing-centric distractions.

Make sure you follow these tips
when the rut arrives for you best
chance at bagging a big buck.
These are the eight most common
mistakes hunters make.

1. Not staying put

The number one reason for deer
hunting failure during the rut is
leaving the stand too early. This
is a time when bucks are off their
usual patterns. They are searching
wildly and widely for does. With
one thing on their mind, bucks will
be seen wandering throughout the
day.

2. Not being flexible

Why do hunters refuse to move
to another location even after days
of seeing no game? Unless you
have credible, fresh information
that a buck is using the area near

Corey Boyles, from Peeltree,

caught a 43” carp.

TRAPPERS DEN ;. crosssons
RECYCLING & SPORTING GOODS ¥y i ‘*Arrows

%, . Broadheads
N \,W.\;\

Knives ¢ Trail Cams ¢ Scopes
Ammunition e Trapping
Camping Equipment * Boat Supplies
Deer Attractants ® Holsters ® Gun Cases
Electronic Game Calls ¢ Rifle Slings
\ CROSSBOWS: Inferno & Barnette

GENERAC Generators

PSE
Ben Pearson

TROUT
FISHING Rods ¢ Reels ¢ Artificial Baits
SUPPLIES LACROSSE & DANNER BOOTS
RECYCLING ¢ Aluminum ¢ Brass
Copper * Ginseng *Yellowroot
GAME CHECKING
GREAT VALUES 6151 WEBSTER RD. (RT. 20)
ON CAMO CLOTHES
« Kids & Ladies Selection COWE N’ WV

(304) 226-5577 poG SupPLIES

* Wilderness Dream

your stand, you need to be willing
to move.

Game cameras, tracks and sight-
ings from neighbors or landowners
will provide additional informa-
tion. You must act quickly. Bucks
won't necessarily stay in one spot
for long during the rut. Move to a
high-traffic area where you can see
a lot of real estate.

Aside from trail cameras, you can
also look for bedding areas and
food sources. en.
3. Not using the right calls

Quit using your doe bleat call you

were using during pre-rut. After the
continue to the next page

Jake Crislip used dogs for a good
bear. Courtesy of Trappers Den in Cow-

Convenience Store * Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies * Souveniers

Game Checking Station « Hardware

CRISS SALES & SERVICE _ Husaqvarna LAZY ACRES MART
™ Shindaiwa & More
% (304) Lawwn & Gardes Buckhannon, WV
472-1474 Saws & Trimmers 1/2 Mile from
OLD WESTON ROAD Audra State Park in WV
BUCKHANNON,WV 304-472-4279 A\ 00 T:V§ )
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Tri - Lakes
Rt. 19 Walkersville

Ammo

Live Bait

Game Checking
Fishing Supplies

Camp Sites - Full Hookups

Chalets - Call For Reservations
Eat-in or Carry Out Food - Pizza
Hoagies - Subs - Burgers
Beverages - More

Easy Access To Stonewall Jackson
Stonecoal & Burnsville Lakes

304-452-8870
GAS

6am to 10pm Mon - Sat
9am to 9pm Sun

“Business Goes Where Invited
Stays Where Appreciated”

Colonial Qotel - Motel

Hunters & Fishermen

TV &AC Welcome FREE
Parking
304-472-3000]  Genter Of City

early season, bucks are only inter-
ested in does they can breed. Use
a "doe in estrus" call. Keep your
call on the deer's level. If you are
in an elevated stand, rig your can
or square call.

Tie a line around the bottom of
the call with two tails coming off
of it. Anchor one to the ground and
tie off the other to your ladder. Tie
a second line to the top of the call
and take it up into your stand.

Make sure you tape over the hole
in the bottom of the call. From the
stand you pull the line that turns
your call upright. When you let it
g0, the can turns over and you get a
nice "bwwaaah."

However, make sure you don't do
too much calling. You might give
yourself away.

4. Ditching the decoy

A lot of deer hunters quit using a
decoy after archery season or ear-
ly gun season. You need to lure a
good buck away from real does. If

BRUSHY FORK MART

Brushy Fork Road

Buckhannon, WV
(1.3 Miles From US Rt. 33)

E D E

Diesel
Kerosene
WYV Lottery & Powerball
We Have SHINERS
and CRAPPIE MINNOWS

Mon to Sat 6am to 10pm—

: h Sun 7am to 9pm g
7 304-472-5132

one will stand still, he may aban-
don those he's been chasing all day
to check her out.

Screw a real deer tail onto your
decoy in a horizontal position, im-
itating a doe ready to breed. Now
the "Ms. November" decoy has a
realistic breeding posture.

5. Forgetting the buck grunt

Wandering bucks that are not on a
hot doe's trail have little tolerance
for competition from other bucks.
A much bigger buck may be intimi-
dating and a yearling buck may not
be a threat.

Use two grunt calls--one of a
young buck and one of a more ma-
ture buck. Hit the young buck four
times as often as the mature buck
call. This will really piss off a rut-
ting buck.

6. Letting weather stop you

Don't stay home to avoid ear-
ly-morning rain or snow. When the
bucks have to hold up overnight
they are itching to get after does as

soon as the sun comes up. Get your
continue to the next page

24 N. Kanawha St.
BUCKHANNON, WV 26101

Dalton Cutwright, owner

y i _
Tyler Harper used a bow in
Kanawha County for a nice buck.

Brandon Vinson used a bow for a
huge buck.

ZERO-TURN

US 33 East

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

Buckhannon, WV
304-472-4824
www.supersmittys.com

Motorcycles
utv-ATvV
Service * Sales
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waterproof gear on and wait them
out.
7. Misusing scent

Don't bother dribbling some doe-
in-heat scent around your blind.
Put it in a clean spray bottle. Spray
vegetation and surrounding foliage
about waist-high--where the doe
would emit scent.

If you can, use two different
brands and spray some of each all
the way to your stand. A buck will
think he has a couple of hotties fig-
ured out and he'll follow that scent.
8. Showing up late

You can no longer get to your
stand half an hour before daylight.
Rut-crazy bucks can't wait to get
back in the chase. They'll start
wandering well before dark. Does
will head out to avoid them.

If you bump the deer out of your
area, you may be done. Get settled
in the stand at least two hours be-
fore daylight and wait it out.

Hunting for whitetail deer during
the peak of the rut requires a change
in tactics. If you continue to hunt
using conventional methods, you're
doing it wrong. You may get lucky
but your chances improve greatly if
you're lucky and hunting smart.

t’ I . 3

Casey Lester went to McDowell
County for a drop tine buck.

LEESON’S IMPORT MOTORS LLC

SALES - FINANCE - PARTS - SERVICE

www.leesonsmotors.com 320 West Main Street
Bridgeport, WV

t (304) 842-5469
ARCTN A s SUZUKIL  pew g Used
@O KYMCO | Kawasaki

Motorcycles
ATV & UTV's

Natural Source Of Protein

FRENCH CREEK, W.Va. — West
Virginia's abundance of wildlife
and hunting seasons provides op-
portunities for many families to fill
their freezers with highly nutritious
wild game.

Wild game provides a low-fat,
high-protein alternative to beef or
other commercial meats. For ex-
ample, white-tailed deer (venison)
contains fewer calories and ap-
proximately five times less fat than
the equivalent serving of beef.

"Wild game that is legally har-
vested during one of West Virgin-
1a's hunting seasons provides a
healthy source of protein for many
West Virginians," said Tyler Evans,
wildlife biologist with the West

Hayden Adams brought in a nice
Logan County archery buck.
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Virginia Division of Natural Re-
sources. "Many West Virginians in-
corporate venison, wild turkey and
other wild game into their diets on
a regular basis."

Hunters and their families are not
the only West Virginians who ben-
efit from the state's abundant sup-
ply of wild game. The DNR-spon-
sored Hunters Helping the Hungry
(HHH) Program processes deer for
needy families and individuals in
the Mountain State.

Since the program’s inception
continue to the next page




STUMPTOWN, WV
US HIGHWAY 33

Gas - Tires
Groceries - Hardware

Over 47 Years
In Business

Providing Quality Log Home
Materials Since 1978
“Experience The Difference”

Why Choose Mountain State Log Homes?
* FREE Unloading At Your Site
* Milled Locally In Jane Lew, WV
* Kiln Dried White Pine Log Choices
* FREE Quotes And Custom Designing
* Detailed Construction Manual With

D-Logs 6" x6",6"x 8", 8" x 8"
Log Siding 6", 87, 12
Douglas Fir Beams
Dove Tail Log 6" x 12
TIG1"x6",2"x 6"
Cedar Posts & Railing

Purchase
* FREE House Package Delivery In WV
And In Bordering States '

PO BOX 679 208 Display Drive, Jane Lew, WV 26378
Visit us on the web at www.mountainstateloghomes.com
Or email us at info@mountainstateloghomes.net

JANE LEW MODELS OPEN DAILY

9am to 5pm

800.553.3006
Other Hours By Apt.
{1 304.884.6646
_® Located in the Industrial
| Park, I-79 exit 105
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inception in 1992, approximately
979,549 pounds of venison have
been donated. In 2017 alone, 554
deer (19,702 pounds of nutritious
venison) were donated to the HHH
Program and contributed to ap-
proximately 26,269 family-style
meals.

For more information about the
Hunters Helping the Hungry Pro-
gram, please visit the DNR website
at www.wvdnr.gov or call the DNR
district office in French Creek
(304-924-6211).

Second Ammendment
Supply’s

Buy ¢ Sell ¢ Trade
Pistols * Long Guns * Ammo

Black Powder ® Garmin Supplies
Between Elkins/Buckhannon
Just Off Rt. 33
304-472-1330

FREE ONLINE

www.wvasportsman.net
* View Back Issues Too

Max Landers used a bow for an
awesome Kanawha County buck.
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Rut * Quarter * Browning ¢ Stock ¢ Tinks ¢ Rings * Range * Bolt

Quail * Grunt * Shoot * Harvest * Lungs * Remington * Grouse

Hammer * Wind ¢ Federal ¢ Fire « Hunting * WInchester ¢ Target

Marlin * Scope * Chamber * Mast * Doe * Ruger * Bleat
Rack * Heart  Drag * Hunter * Trigger * Pheasant ¢ Snort * Fawn
Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally Comaty for an archery buck.

LARGE FISH & GAME PICS WANTED
Clip Out
i‘Nile_ ______________ 'i We are looking for LARGE fish & game
I | pictures from 2018.
IAddreSS | L NQO Send Photo To:
| City | kD | DOES WVS
| S ate Zi I S £ P.O. Box 5521
I I g Vienna, WV
| Fish Pound 02 | yEXT 304-482-7217 26105
!_Dier_ ____ Other ______ #Points____ __ _! Photos Will Be Returned E-mail wvasport@gmail.com
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10302 Tyler Highway - Rt. 18
Ty | er O u td OO r 12 Miles Off Rt.g Just Soug of Newy Martinsville, WV

MIDDLEBOURNE, WV 304-758-2120

OPEN: TUESDAY THROUGH Friday 10AM TO 7PM Saturday 10AM to 3PM

f
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Barnett & Excahber Crossbows * Diamond Compound Bows ¢ Custom Arrows ° Lacrosse Boots
Steel Traps & Scents * Gun Cases & Holsters ¢ Deer Feeders & Scents ¢ Fishing Tackle & Rods - MORE
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www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com
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T.R. Hathaway says: “ Hunt Safely This Deer Season”

Sut P TOYOTA

NEW 2018 Toyota Tundra New 201 8 4Runner

Opens Nov. 18th

www.superiorautowv.com
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$ 1, 000 customer Cash
OR
Up to $3,000 customer Cash 2.9 % APR for up to 60 Months

OR Gas Model
0.9% APR for 72 Months 2018 RAV4 Only

How Do We Do It?

Supe””
The name says it all! SALES, SERVICE, PARTS
WWW. SuperlorAutOWV com
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$3, 000 customer Cash

OR
1.9 % APR for up to 72 Months

Rt. 50 EAST

“Ss{Come See Our-Selection[OffTacomas % PARKERSBURG
* Customer Bonus Cash provided by manufacturer. Not all customers will qualify for special financing rate. 0% APR for 60 monthly G 304'424'5 1 22

payments of $16.67 for every $1,000 financed. 1.9% APR for 60 monthly payments of $17.48 for each $1,000 financed. Plus tax & 8 O 0 47 8 5 8 8 4

fees and dealer doc fee $187.25. Whereas every attempt has been made to ensure accuracy, dealer not responsible for errors.
www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com
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0.9 % for 60 monthly payments of $17.05 per thousand financed ~ Expires12-3 2018.






